
Table 34.  Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in private doctorate-granting
institutions, by detailed field: 1993-2000

Field 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 135,712 135,685 134,297 133,404 131,991 132,405 133,882 131,099

..............Total, science and engineering fields 120,083 118,974 116,083 115,542 113,664 113,050 114,523 112,965

...............................................Sciences, total 88,959 88,808 87,727 87,949 86,505 86,226 87,383 86,576

...............................Physical sciences, total 9,352 9,123 8,684 8,506 8,188 7,878 8,030 7,831
.................................................Astronomy 301 382 356 349 307 311 321 346

..................................................Chemistry 5,345 5,221 5,034 5,016 4,800 4,612 4,722 4,537
......................................................Physics 3,706 3,503 3,275 3,135 3,076 2,942 2,979 2,939

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 0 17 19 6 5 13 8 9

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 2,572 2,717 2,427 2,286 2,113 2,101 2,098 2,063
...............................Atmospheric sciences 18 19 25 20 24 21 17 25

.............................................Geosciences 1,401 1,414 1,329 1,260 1,195 1,186 1,159 1,138
...........................................Oceanography 477 559 440 414 391 383 407 403

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 676 725 633 592 503 511 515 497

................................Mathematical sciences 4,205 4,227 4,087 3,973 3,738 3,740 3,636 3,307

.....................................Computer sciences 12,742 12,007 11,366 12,072 11,984 12,670 13,761 15,370

...................................Agricultural sciences 484 484 457 435 417 428 418 464

.............................Biological sciences, total 14,295 14,819 15,381 15,365 15,353 15,249 15,428 15,290
....................................................Anatomy 211 221 212 235 233 231 213 228

..............................................Biochemistry 1,761 1,677 1,649 1,520 1,469 1,498 1,499 1,426
......................................................Biology 3,448 3,380 3,504 3,534 3,663 3,564 3,397 3,185

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 930 978 1,088 1,224 1,166 1,346 1,313 1,273
.................................................Biophysics 354 379 373 374 329 320 294 302

.......................................................Botany 139 120 139 137 143 136 140 91
................................................Cell biology 1,341 1,536 1,597 1,582 1,557 1,494 1,611 1,618

.....................................................Ecology 89 106 102 98 90 89 120 126
...........................Entomology/parasitology 61 70 62 63 60 59 58 49

....................................................Genetics 586 566 574 560 569 585 615 603
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 1,460 1,503 1,497 1,491 1,467 1,495 1,580 1,599

.....................................................Nutrition 733 780 853 847 825 711 759 894
..................................................Pathology 503 557 552 557 611 506 527 516

...........................................Pharmacology 778 860 838 866 847 901 909 905
.................................................Physiology 813 857 992 938 925 810 759 818

.....................................................Zoology 61 70 87 68 64 58 58 37
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,027 1,159 1,262 1,271 1,335 1,446 1,576 1,620

..................................................Psychology 20,280 20,427 19,840 20,284 20,249 20,197 20,272 19,448

...................................Social sciences, total 25,029 25,004 25,485 25,028 24,463 23,963 23,740 22,803
..............................Agricultural economics 112 115 133 86 70 67 65 60

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,904 2,019 2,091 2,095 2,066 2,063 1,993 1,984
................Economics (except agricultural) 4,340 4,215 4,232 4,038 3,776 3,733 3,561 3,666

................................................Geography 326 334 294 318 293 308 325 321
.................................................Linguistics 835 860 811 875 840 786 736 695

.........................................Political science 11,705 11,662 11,696 11,446 11,034 10,836 10,650 10,524
...................................................Sociology 2,208 2,204 2,238 2,173 2,158 1,963 2,107 2,025

.............................Sociology/anthropology 189 183 188 181 165 157 114 126
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 3,410 3,412 3,802 3,816 4,061 4,050 4,189 3,402

..........................................Engineering, total 31,124 30,166 28,356 27,593 27,159 26,824 27,140 26,389
...............................Aerospace engineering 803 781 738 741 719 801 982 987
..............................Agricultural engineering 48 55 56 53 48 45 46 54
...............................Biomedical engineering 1,012 1,073 1,042 1,014 961 1,008 1,078 1,142

.................................Chemical engineering 1,950 1,979 1,949 1,989 2,024 1,958 1,969 1,941
..........................................Civil engineering 4,403 4,661 4,376 4,158 3,732 3,662 3,343 3,296

..................................Electrical engineering 10,994 9,966 8,974 9,135 9,370 9,777 9,249 9,055
....................................Engineering science 729 710 658 495 519 622 502 615

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 3,637 3,779 3,806 3,619 3,451 2,904 3,290 3,134
..............................Mechanical engineering 4,496 4,363 3,932 3,603 3,582 3,202 3,327 3,244

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,604 1,504 1,451 1,404 1,385 1,430 1,362 1,208
....................................Nuclear engineering 212 184 179 154 117 106 114 120

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 1,236 1,111 1,195 1,228 1,251 1,309 1,878 1,593

...........................................Total, health fields 15,629 16,711 18,214 17,862 18,327 19,355 19,359 18,134
.................................................Clinical fields 933 974 966 999 1,037 1,057 1,055 1,102

.............................................Dental sciences 293 292 338 308 321 314 268 217
..........................................................Nursing 4,566 4,683 5,024 4,549 4,436 4,092 4,044 3,578

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 496 546 531 507 531 667 726 643
........Preventive medicine/community health 3,116 3,508 3,623 3,444 3,447 4,161 4,442 3,810

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,631 1,706 1,816 1,835 1,953 2,095 1,897 2,004
.......................................Veterinary sciences 75 68 54 52 52 53 47 45

.........................................Other health fields 4,519 4,934 5,862 6,168 6,550 6,916 6,880 6,735

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering 


